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One never knows where or when the Jesus Prayer 

might come in handy, or when the Almighty might 

present Himself in guises impressive and layered. 

One summer, a castor bean plant grew taller 

than the neighbor’s garage. Yet the first freeze 

doomed it. It fell, humiliated in its tropical squalor. 

On the other side of our yard, the Thomases 

grew grapes, never doubting they’d have a harvest 

by autumn, wine to enshrine, sunny promises. 

The English setter up the street, a prize, I heard 

was valued as a hunting pal but never invited 

indoors. I’d give him my heart, just say the word. 

Yet he would bark at me on my way home. I was glad 

that dog was on his side of the white picket fence, 

and I was safe, heart beating wildly, on my side. 

Sol y sombra shows how life is organized. Truth 

is brought by a gardener, vintner, or a hunter 

who dreams of the perfect hunting dog’s soft mouth. 
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