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Abstract 

Biblical and African culture seems to agree on father as the 
head and the provider for the family. However, it has been 
observed in recent years that the changing economic role of 
women has greatly crushed the role of fathers. The women 
upsurge in financial power reduces the important of paternal 
financial role in many families, specifically among Christian 
families many fathers had abandoned their role for their wives, 
as a result, there are increasing rates of divorce and remarriage, 
laziness and unfaithfulness among Christian couples. The 
biblical injunction which described whoever does not provide 

interpret that passage to mean gender while some think 
otherwise, consequently, it remains contentious in our 
contemporary world. Considering Biblical language and 
culture; the scripture consider male to be father of all therefore 
must be responsible to all. Hence interpretation of the 1 
Timothy 5:8, in relation to the Christian families, become 
necessary.  Historical critical method, with the exegesis of the 
pericope was employed. It has been discovered that some men 
imbibe the colonial way of life and abandoned their family under 
duress, some demand for gender compliment, out of inferiority 
complex they bow for the western way of life and dodge their 
responsibilities, this is a disgrace to the African fatherhood, and 
it usually led to violence in the family. The load of 
responsibilities shifted on some women has increased the 
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burden that such mothers are carrying today. However, some 
men withstand and uphold both the Biblical and African 
traditional belief and culture, these are the few that were able 
to take care and provide for their family as a man and father. It 
is recommended that Christian fathers should boldly take up 
their responsibility not minding the level of their income and 
should keep the family bond together. While the spouse 
support. 
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Introduction 

as breadwinners and the conveyers of moral values and 
religious instructor to their children.  In African tradition, a 

as one with authority, his actions and reactions are very 
significant in the family and community; his decisions are 
highly respected and binding on his family, the mother and the 
children look up to the father for provision and protection. 
Fortunately, this tradition is the same with biblical tradition. In 
Old Testament,  (Adam) is the generic name of the human 

human being. But in Greek and  (abh) in Hebrew 
means Father. Studying 
male), was made the head and the father of all. He was created 
special as an image of God, attached with responsibilities which 
include tilling of the ground so as to provide for his wife and the 
children they will later have. This reveals that, huge 
responsibilities of providing and caring were laid on him as a 
man (male) right from the time of creation. Furthermore, the 

73is 
from the root pa, meaning nourisher, protector, upholder. This 
is the reflexion of what Father stands for in Hebrew culture, as 

73 Theological dictionary, http://play.google.com/store Online dictionary 
access 2023
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well as in the Roman culture and coincidentally in Africa as 
well.  

However, over the years there has been a serious issue on 
inadequacy of provision in the family and have consistently led 
to family crises and violence. Pressure on men to  fulfill  the  
expectations of  their  families, standing on  their  own  feet  and 
(re)claiming  what it  is  to  be  a  man has always been the heart 
cry of many women and family members in Africa today. 
Unemployment, poverty, income inequality, gender power, etc. 
shows that some biological fathers frequently play a relatively 
limited role in providing and raising their children (Holborn & 
Eddy, 2011).74  Though the effort of mothers to meet the need 
of the family has drastically change things in the family front. 
This is due to the advent of industrialization and factories that 
started playing the major role of sources of employment, for 
both married and unmarried women that are looking for job for 
sustenance.  Shefer 2010 75observed, some fathers, the decision 
to stay home with their children stems from; 
strong earning, and their own desire to serve as the primary 
caregiver. That view comes from the western way of thinking it 
is never an Africa way of thinking and that is why the stay-at-
home fathers are usually been confronted with disgrace in 
African context, because it is a breaking of the social norms 
surrounding masculine behaviour. Therefore, in an attempt to 
address who should be the breadwinner or primary provider, 
this work exegetes 1 Timothy5:8 vis-à-vis the Christian families.  

Patriarchal Society 

Patriarchy refers to a system where the hierarchy of authority 
is controlled and dominated by male (Oderinde2012) 76 in the 

used in Septuagint as the equivalent of the head of the family 

74 Holborn & Eddy 2011 safe and peace promotion research unit 
75 Shefer, women and gender studies 2010
76 Oderinde, Gender relations 2012 pg
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or of a tribe. It can then be alluded that, patriarchal society is 
the one that recognize the authority of a man as the head of 
family to be final; Odunlami 77also posit that many nations in 
Africa is patriarchal in nature, and its supreme practice makes 
the elderly men rule the families within the clan. It is a social 
system in which the father is the head and authority of the 
household, also in which lineage is trace through the male line. 
In addition to this view, the supremacy of man in a patriarchal 
society seems to be inborn and natural this reveal the reason 
why men particularly in Africa, naturally feel they should be 
responsible for the welfare of their family, even a little boy will 
tell the mother not to worry he will take care of her. Oderinde 
progress that,  

The privilege of male includes control over wealth 
and resources; therefore, they are considered to be 
financially responsible for women and the children. 
Furthermore, even if the woman seems financially 
active, their contribution to the household and 
society at large are often considered to be secondary 
or that it included the man.  

Back in history women have always been a secret pillar behind 
their husband but nobody acknowledges this role, instead all 
praises go to the father of the house, due to the nature of 

seems to be the pattern for patriarchal way of life, in Gen28; 13, 
15; 15 1chronicle24:31, also in New Testament Hebrew7:4, 
Acts7:8,1 Timothy 5:8 and many more pointed to the practice 
of patriarchal system.  

In differing opinion, Babawale O.O. (2016)78 surmise that, 
family care and provision is a responsibility for everybody, 
regardless of age, gender, or any other thing. He also asserts 
that, based on African male sensitivity the passage 1 

77 Odunlami, Marital relationship in practical theology 2016
78 Babawale, Family provision and care 2016
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Timothy5:8. One may assume that Paul was addressing the 
males to care and provide for the widows and other family 
member and not female, this is not true of the passage. This 

anyone, someone, something or whosoever, Babawale posit that 
this kind of representation is used in Greek for any 
circumstances that brings the two genders together it does not 
necessarily mean the group of males alone. 

(Babawale state that it is plural) this clearly shows the line of 
thought of the scripture writer. Though the preceding verses of 
the passage (1 Timothy5:8) talk about care for the widows, but 
t
relative, point and indicate who is expected to provide. 
Historically, from creation Bible is patriarchal in culture and 

anytime Paul refers to family he has the patriarchal system in 
mind (Ephesians 6:4, Romans 9:5,1 Thessalonian2;11) which 
is always in agreement with the Old Testament culture and 
belief. Female cannot be considered to be a provider in a system 
where male is the head of the family.  It can then be concluded 
that in 1 Timothy 5:8. Paul is referring to the father or the most 
senior man who is the head of the family and has been saddle 
with the family responsibility to provide for his family or 
relative; otherwise, he is worse than an unbeliever. 

Father as the Head of the Family  

The family is usually the major source of the basic necessities 
of life and health and are majorly provided by the head of the 
family. Love, tenderness, food, water, clothing, shelter, 
education, security and many more are the things that make 
life meaningful. Fatherhood is developing, the way that men 
carry out their paternal duties is reflective of the ancient time 
in which they live; it includes social and cultural forces, the 
mother and the father's anticipations for fathering behaviours, 
as well as the father's own inborn abilities, wishes, and desires. 
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Fatherhood is greatly influenced by men's relationships with 
their own fathers, the quality of relationship, and the extent to 
which the father was emotionally available. (Dick 2011)79  

 
availability and involvement in their upbringing cannot be 

mothers alone if the family desire success and peace in future. 
As an African and the head of the family, a father will do all he 
can to be an example and at the same time prepare his children 
especially the sons to be a responsible adult. This is an issue 
worthy of careful consideration for fathers who want to be the 
head of the family indeed. It would be emphasized that in the 
African community, the extended family is traditionally 
practiced (Degbey, 2012)80.  In the same vein, it is a common 
knowledge that when one speaks of the family in an African 
context, one is referring not to the nuclear family but the 
extended family (Gyekye, 1996)81. It has been well-illustrated 
that the nuclear family pattern was never the dominant pattern 
of family life in Africa. 

Questionably, in contemporary societies, practices of family and 
notions of family are shifting. Western culture has gradually 
been incorporated into African culture; it is confusing and 
systematically swallowing up the African pattern of family, it 
has led to so many problems. One of   the problems which have 
been pointed out include  the  fact  that  much of  the research  
on  the  consequences of  father  non-involvement suggests  
itself as universal. Traditionally, in African context, the nuclear 
family is being headed by the father (husband), while the 
extended family is being headed by the most senior man on the 
family tree. Nevertheless, Africans practice an extended family 
in which the grandfather as the head of the family has authority 
and can still provide for his children and grandchildren. Where 

79 Dick, the changing role of the father in the family 2011
80 Degbey, parenting-in-south-america-and-african-context 2012
81 Gyekye, parenting-in-south-american-and african-context 1999
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the uncle is the most senior in the family, he takes the 
responsibilities of the family.   

In Africa, children that are trained by the grandparent, most of 
the time turns out to be discipline and responsible. However, 
these two  father  figures  played  a  very vital  role  in  childhood  
and as an adolescent. It has been observed that growing into 
adolescent is a difficult and tedious task for both the mother 
and the child without a responsible biological father, especially 
as a boy. The fact that the grandfather can stand in for the 
father does not makes it right because it is very difficult to 
tolerate someone who is not your biological father. This implied 
that the duty of the father as the head of the family cannot be 
swap. In the same vein, Tikumma study (cited in Oladele 2014) 
82advance that, It is the duty of the Nigeria men to provide food, 
clothing, shelter and other vital needs of the entire family as well 

 Entire family, in Africa context 
includes wife, children, and mother, father and immediate 
siblings. The duty of the father as a provider is not something to 
handle with levity due to its importance in the life of the children 
and their future. It is the responsibility of the father as head of 
the family to raise a child and provide for the need of that child 
with the support of the mother, in order for the child to become 
a responsible adult. It can then be inferred that the role of a 
father as the head and provider in the family is very important.   

Father as a Provider in Christian Family 

Using the Bible and Biblical teachings as guideposts, fathers 
were responsible for the moral development of their children 
(Lamb, 2000)83. Moreover, fathers served as role models of good 
Christian values. Fatherhood is a set of behaviours far beyond 
biological reproduction, reflecting for a moment on the father 
as the family provider and protector, inevitably, such thoughts 
raises childhood memories that leave a lasting imprint on which 

82 Oladele, failed marriage and consequenses for the church 2014 
83 Lamb, the history research on father involvement 2000
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we are. How did he fulfil these roles? Did he fill them fully, or 
did he fall short? Many fathers fall short and these short 
comings affect their families profoundly even for generations to 
follow. Mbiti 84posit that, only in terms of other people does the 
individual become conscious of his own being, his duties and 
responsibilities towards himself and others.  

This reveals that it is only when a man takes up his 
responsibilities, that he will come to understand who he is in 
terms of being responsible or not. It is therefore, important for 
Christian fathers to consider some practical ways that a father 
can be a provider, it is something to be practise and there are 
ways to it. Though, some fathers provide financially for the 
family, but being a provider goes beyond financial support there 
is need for family bond  and  his  love for the family must be 
obvious, everything together makes a provider ( Thomas 
2017).85  

This shows that providing for family especially in Christian 
family goes beyond theory. A godly father provides for the 
spiritual needs of his children. This is a father who can be found 
reading the Bible with his kids, praying with them, and 
answering their questions. The father holds primary 

 provoke your 
children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and 

A godly father provides for the physical 
needs of his children. This point may seem understandable to 
some but is lost in the community where children seem to live 
in poverty than adults, which can only be the result of the 
falling short of the father in his duty at home. Thomas 
progressively states that, before sin even entered the 
world, Genesis 2:15 says that The Lord God took the man and 
put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and keep it. Work is an 

84 Mbiti, introduction to African Religion 1991
85 Thomas, father as a provider 2017
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act of worship, and men are supposed to work and provide for 
their families.  

In agreement, God had planned it right from the beginning that 
man should be the one to work and provide for the family, 
deviating from this tend towards disobeying and distorting 

needs of his children. A wise father brings his children into a 
healthy church community. In the New Testament, Paul often 
uses the metaphor that the church is a family by spiritual 
birth. Proverbs 12:6 

ll ages who love God and live 
righteously are wonderful influences upon a child; therefore, 
godly Fathers expose and help in selecting godly friends for their 
children. A godly father provides for the generational needs of 

oney to provide for the family 
is not the same thing as spending it wisely. Proverbs 28:25 says, 

the 
greedy father is the one with lots of toys and hobbies that take 
his free time and money away from the needs of his wife and 
children. Though it is not a sin for a man to have nice things, it 
is a sin if he consistently gets nice things for himself and failed 
to be generous with his family as a demonstration of biblical 
priorities. Proverbs 19:14 goes even further by teaching that; 

 
from generation to generation; Proverbs 13:22 goes further still: 

Wise father first established a godly relationship with a wise 
woman, provide for the need of his children, 
and finally anticipates that his wisdom and wealth will be 
passed on to his grandchildren.  

I witnessed first-
perfect, but he embodied the role of provider to its fullest 
(Thomas). For Thomas being a provider goes beyond dictionary 

according to him, a provider is one who blesses and protects 
someone else. This is based on what he learned from his father, 
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experience with his father is a typical example of how a typical 
African man will raise his children to be a responsible adult and 
pass it on to the next generation. In that light, thinking of how 
to bless, protect, and provide for the family, living positive 
exemplary life for the children to emulate, especially immediate 
family, should be the priority of a real father and something to 
prepare for over the years, so as to become a real provider. 
According to Oladele (2014)86 Where there is an increasingly 
argument on financial issues in the family or when a mother 
discovered that her spouse is not financially faithful it can lead to 
divorce.  

In some Christian home today many women are suffering from 
inconsistency of financial commitment on the part of their 
spouse; some fathers were unable to fully provide for their family 
due to low income has been gathered from the respondent, 
nevertheless there are some that are not just responsible, with 
the income they are earning the impression given to the spouse 

the woman to carry. Once the woman discovered, apart from the 
dissolution of the marriage the children will be negatively 
affected. The story of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15:11 32 
uncovers more. It may be easy for us to relate more to the 
prodigal son, who disobeys and dishonors his father, conversely 
the role of the father as a provider is often overlooked or not even 
mentioned at all. It is challenging to put oneself in that role, the 
role of a provider, one who blesses and protects his family 
regardless of their actions.  

Biblical injunction in 1 Timothy 5:8 

for their (his) own, especially for those of his household, he has 

86 Oladele,



Light in a Once-Dark World        Volume 7. January 2025

116

knowing the likely intended meaning of the biblical writer to the 
original audience before contextualisation, has been a great 
help in interpreting the scripture. Nevertheless, accurate and 
correct interpretation cannot be compromise if one is to 
contextualise properly. Since the periscope above is an 
injunction and is the focus of this study it becomes very 
important to examine the interpretation of some scholar on the 
text. 

Croskery (2023)87 submit that this passage asserts the 
obligations that spring out of family relationship. It points to 

roof, who through poverty may have become dependent. 
Croskery view this passage as a sense of duty in the family but 
did not state who should bear the responsibility since the 
passage talk about providing, the above submission also 

indicate family setting, then who provide for the family was not 
clearly stated. This seems part of the problem of the text 
interpretation.  

Furthermore, Croskery added that, it would place the Christian 
confession in a position far below that of the unbeliever, who 
recognized the duty of supporting relatives as one of his best 
principles. It would be a serious dishonour to Christ and the 
gospel to neglect duties held in highest honour by the heathen. 
Again, Croskery did not pin down who is neglecting duty, but 

statement for all Christians. Is the text not referring to a 
particular gender? It should, for it to mention household, 
relative, family then somebody must be responsible.  

Davies88 agree to this when he assert that, it is the place of the 
head of family/societies to rule and direct. This establish the 

87 Crockery, biblehub.com (online access2023)
88 Davies, Commentary on 1 Timothy 5:8
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fact that somebody must be the head of the family. Albert89 

dependent on him, whether living in his own immediate family 
or not. There may be distant natural dependant relatives, 
besides those who live under the same roof. And especially for 
those of 

would naturally have higher claims on him than those who did 
not.  

Shedding more light on the pericope English90 comment; 

for their own household, as denied faith and is worse than an 

categorical (as opposed to a relative) one, which is helpful to 

is definite and unconditional one, hence there is need for 
Apostle Paul to instruct his son in the Lord (Timothy) 
concerning it, and for him to instruct others. It implied that 
there is need to keenly look into the pericope for intending 
meaning. 

In this midst of this serious and disturbing issue, how can one 
determine what the Bible say about men providing for their 
immediate family? Is the idea of man, culture or biblical? In 
answer to this question English submitted, unlike women 
today, women in patristic were dependent on their male 
relatives to provide the necessities of life. Provision fell to 
fathers, husbands, and eventually sons to ensure that those in 
their household had food to eat, a home to live in, and clothing 
to wear. The above view clearly shows that right from the time 
of patristic age women, even if the woman make money it is 
spent under the influence of the man. Therefore, men are the 

89 Albert, Note on New Testament 1798-1870
90 English, Provision in 1 Timothy modern reformation.org 
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one in charge of spending to take care of the family. On the 
contrary, English added, in the society today, the belief that the 
husband is called to provide for his wife is quickly becoming a 
model of the past. With the rise of the new feminism movement, 
w
spouses to take care of them and her stepping into the road 
previously held by men. With the repercussion that comes with 
this supposedly view, people have begun to rethink this belief, 
even some within the church.  

should provide for the family? If it is the father, why is provision 

English opines that, the answer takes us all the way back to the 
Garden, when Adam was created. Before God brought his wife 
to him, Adam was given work to do; specifically, naming the 
animals and tending the Garden. Eve was created as his 
necessary helpmeet in that work, but the ultimate 

 emphasizes this in Ephesians 

assertion it is obvious that authority and responsibility go 
hand-in- not for his own 
luxury or satisfaction, but for the glory of God and their mutual 

who supplies social and economic security for his family has 
done well, but the totality of this biblical duty are: Husbands 
are to love their wives as their own bodies and as Christ loves 
the church, and fathers are not to provoke their children to 
anger, but to bring them up in the discipline and instruction of 
the Lord. If men are called to imitate their Lord, then part of 

Christ provides for the household of God.  

Exegetical Study of 1 Timothy 5:8

, 
, . BYZ
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And whoever does not provide for relatives, and 
especially for family members, has denied the faith 
and is worse than an unbeliever. NRSV 

The    construction states the matter as a general principle 
both by its conditionality ) and by its indefinite pronoun 

 anyone
nominative, singular, masculine. It can stand as masculine or 
feminine, here it takes masculine because of   that it 
agrees with. This is genitive, plural, masculine, it indicates 
persons who in some sense belong to a so-called reference 
person, it is translated as  people in the singular form 
and in the plural.   is an adverb used to 
indicate a very high point on a scale of extent and is translated 
as especially, or particularly.  is an adjective, genitive, 
plural, masculine, it is derived from  which means family 
one who belongs to a particular household, it is therefore 
translated as member of a family, or relative.  is a marker of 
negative propositions, is translated as not. Therefore,   

   
be cared for  , , together with a note of special 
responsibility   for the latter plural  (Gal. 6:10; 
Eph. 2:19; 1 Tim. 5:8) has the meaning here 
household  The use of 
masculine gender suggest that Paul seems to focus his 
attention on man as the head of the family to take up the 
responsibilities of providing for his family especially the 
immediate ones.  

Significance of the text for Christian Families 

Traditionally, both in the Bible and in African, it is clear that 
woman cannot own a family she can only take care of the 
children and support the husband where there is need. Man 
is the owner and the head of the family; it is therefore expected 
of the man to provide for his family. Paul has the role of the 
father as the head, in view when he was writing this letter to 
Timothy, hence allusion can be found in Eph5:25,6:4 also in 
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Luke11:7,1peter 3:7, Deut 6;7,Exo12-13,Gen22, 28;13 
Matt7;10. This shows that anytime Paul or any of the New and 
Old Testament Biblical authors raises the issue that bothers 
on family they have the head of the family in view, which is the 
father or husband. Fathers should therefore provide for their 
wives and children who are part of themselves; otherwise they 
denied the faith and are worse than infidel. 

In the pericope understudy, Paul expresses the terrible 

of Christianity and an action and attitude worse than that of an 
unbeliever. To default on the basic care and support of a family 
member is the same as denying the faith, for no one can claim 
love and loyalty to God and at the same time neglect his  family. 
To do so makes a person worse than an unbeliever, for even 
unbelieving idol-worshipers understood the responsibility of 
caring for family needs. Families provide a ground in which one 
can demonstrate the excellence love for God. Christian who 
disregards the most basic human responsibilities has, for all 
practical purposes, denied the faith. Studies indicate the 

adulthood. The Christian fathers should contribute to their 
-being by providing emotional and 

financial support, appropriate monitoring and discipline. 
Though women are to support but should not be left to play the 
role of a breadwinner in the family.  

Conclusion 

The study revealed that many African fathers specifically 
Christians are no longer the olden day breadwinner of the 
family, this can be alluded to so many reasons such as; 
unemployment, retirement, greediness, low income earning and 
laziness on the part of some that feel comfortable with the 
income of the wife. It was noted that, some scholars/pastors 
feel 1 Timothy5:8 is not referring to a particular gender that it 
can be any of the gender. It was also discovered that women are 
playing larger role in the family, to the point of taking over the 
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role of fathers, as a result of the high income of some mothers 

fathers have shifted their responsibilities totally on the mother, 
forgetting that the mother also have her own role to play, this 
has increase the burden that mothers carry today, which is 
contrary to both Biblical and African culture.  

Traditionally in Africa, Fathers in those days, especially before 
the advent of the colonial masters, shows they are responsible 
by providing food, clothes, and shelter, pay all bills and provide 

for the 
family and see to the welfare of the children. On rarely occasion, 
the woman will follow the man to the farm together with the 
children, if the need be. This reveals the security consciousness 
of the parent in those days, father goes to the farm while mother 
stay at home to take care of the children and prepared food for 
the returning father, the children will go to the farm with the 
father once they are of age. This is to train the children to be 
responsible, it is also to protect and prevent the children from 
bad influence. This is also observed in the life of the biblical 
patriarchs.  

The situation is a reverse today, the advent of white man and 
office job that take man away from his family led to the struggle 
of self-survival that women engage in, specifically the Christian 
married women that have children to take care. Consequently, 
some modern-day fathers stay at home or roam about 
aimlessly, while the mother goes out to work and provide for the 
need of the family. Miscreants are on the increase today 
because some fathers have totally distorted family 
arrangement; In such family their underage child is the one 
providing for them, because the father failed in his 
responsibility and probably what the mother is earning is 
nothing to write home about.  Unfortunately, this has changed 
the beauty of African and Biblical culture and setting. This is 
part of the reason why many homes are crumbling today. When 
it comes to family issue, Paul usually compares man with Christ 
being the head of the church, Christ nurture and care for the 
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church, man in the same vein should emulate Christ by caring 
for his wife and children. Father is the head and is to provide 
and take care of the family.  

Recommendations 

In the light of these findings, it is recommended that Christian 
family should take a clue from the teachings of Paul; fathers 
should see Christ as an example; as the head of the church, he 
gave himself for it, nurture, take care of it, and always ready to 

Christ and should take pride in going back to the ancient way, 
take the bull by the horn, do all he can positively do to provide 

Even if the income is nothing compare with the spouse, he 
should not either dodge his duty or shift it to the mother, doing 
so suggested that the father fly down is position for the mother, 
and this is the reason why some women are more prosperous 
than their husband. In contrast they should boldly take up their 
responsibilities, contribute what the income can take care, 
show love and care, by doing this the bond of the family will be 
strengthen and the spouse will joyfully complement.  

It is therefore recommended that Parents should not allow their 
underage children to be the provider, and fathers should make 
sure mothers did not take a job or career that will hinder her 
from looking after the children especially when they are still 
young. Mothers can work to support the father where there is 
need but not as the breadwinner of the family. 

Sources 

Aland, B., Aland, K., Karavidopoulos, J., Martini, C.M., &Metzger, B.M. 

Bible Text: The Greek New Testament 4th revised edition; Germany, 
Deutsche Biblegesellschaft, Stuttgart



Light in a Once-Dark World        Volume 7. January 2025

123

APA (2004). Briefing sheet: An overview of the psychological literature on the 
effects of divorce On children. Washington, D.C. Retrieved June15, 
2020. From www.apa.org/about/gr/issues/cyf/divorce.aspx 

APA (2003) ACT against Violence program for incarcerated fathers. Retrieved 
June 19, 2020. From www.apa.org/pi/prevent-
violence/programs/incarcerated-fathers.aspx. 

APA Monitor (2007). Stay-at-home dads report high job satisfaction. Vol. 
38(9), pp. 57. Retrieved June 15, 2020, 
from www.apa.org/monitor/oct07/stayathome.aspx. 

APA Monitor (2005). Meet the renaissance dad. Vol. 36(11), pp. 62. Retrieved 
June 15, 2020. From www.apa.org/monitor/dec05/renaissance.aspx. 

APA Monitor (2005). Stepfamily success depends on ingredients. Vol. 36(11), 
pp. 58. Retrieved June 15, 2020, from 
www.apa.org/monitor/dec05/stepfamily.aspx. 

Philemon in Relation to the Role of Pastors in Selected Churches in 
Lagos State, Nigeria. Unpublished Ph.D. thesis, Olabisi Onabanjo 
University Ago-Iwoye, Nigeria. 

Boba (2017). Importance of Dads retrieved 20 June from 
https://boba.com>blgs.boba-reads.t2017 

Babawale O.O. (2016). Family Provision and Care: An Interpretation of 1 
Timothy 5:8 in Practical theology: A journal of Baptist College of 
theology Lagos (No 9, 2016) 

Bozadek (2007), South African Journal of Psychology, 42(4): 553-
563University of the Western Cape Research. Retrieved 20 June 2020 
from Repository lclowes@uwc.ac. 

Bozadek (2010) South African Journal of Psychology, 42(4): 553-
563University of the Western Cape Research Retrieved 20 June 2020 
from Repository lclowes@uwc.ac. 

Coley, R. L. (2001). (In) visible men: Emerging research on low-income, 
unmarried, and minority fathers. American Psychologist, 56(9), 743-
753. 

Choi & Jackson (2011) South African Journal of Psychology, 42(4): 553-
563University of the Western Cape Research. Retrieved 20 June 2020 
Repository lclowes@uwc.ac. 

Crehan (1997), Kopano Ratele Safety and Peace Promotion Research Unit, 
Retrieved 20 June 2020 from Medical ResearchCouncil, South Africa 
Kopano. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2009). National Center for 
Health Statistics Data Brief (May 2009): Changing patterns of non-
marital childbearing in the United States. Washington, DC: U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services. Retrieved June 19, 2020, 
from www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db18.htm.

Douglas, J.D. (Ed). (1990). The New Greek-English Interlinear New 
Testament, Fourth Revised Edition; United State of America; Tyndale 
House Pubishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois



Light in a Once-Dark World        Volume 7. January 2025

124

Doherty, W. J., Kouneski, E. F., & Erickson, M. F. (1998). Responsible 
fathering: An overview and conceptual framework. Journal of Marriage 
and Family, 60(2), 277292.                                      

Dick G.L (2011) The changing Role of the Father in the Family 
https://doi.org/10.1080/15228878.2011.611786 

Degbey,(2012) https://www.intechopen.com/books/parenting-in-south-
american-and-african-contexts/parenting-and-culture-evidence-from-
some-african-communities#B9 

Driscolls, M. (2017). tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1300/j002v29n02-
04?src=recsys 

Flouri & Buchanan (2003) South African Journal of Psychology, 42(4): 553-
563University of the Western Cape Research Retrieved 20 June 
2020Repository lclowes@uwc.ac. 

Father involvement: A Developmental Psychological Perspective Journal of 
Marriage& Family Review vol29, 2000- issue 2-3 father involvement 
Retrieved 20 June 2020   

Fagan, J., & Palkovitz, R. (2007). Unmarried, nonresident fathers' 
involvement with their infants: A risk and resilience 
perspective.  Retrieved June 19, 2020, from Journal of Family 
Psychology, 21(3), 479 489. 

Federal Interagency Forum on Child and Family Statistics (2008). 
children in brief: Key national indicators of well-being. Washington, 
D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office. Retrieved June 19, 2020, from 
www.childstats.gov/pdf/ac2008/ac_08.pdf. 

Gyekye (1996) https://www.intechopen.com/books/parenting-in-south-
american-and-african-contexts/parenting-and-culture-evidence-from-
some-african-communities#B9 

Holborn and Eddy (2011). Kopano Ratele Safety and Peace Promotion 
Research Units Retrieved 20 June 2020 from Medical ResearchCouncil, 
SouthAfricaKopano. 

Jamieson, R., Fausset, A.R., Brown, D. (1997). A commentary, Critical and 
Explanatory, on the Old and New Testament. Oak Harbor, WA; Logos 
Research System 

Lamb, M. E. (2000). The history of research on father involvement: An 
overview. Marriage & Family Review, 29(2 3), 23-42. 

Mbiti, S. (1969). African Religions and Philosophy. NY: Frederick A Praeger 
Publishers 

Murray, F., & Hwang, S. H. (2015). Perceived father roles of married African 
American men: A Phenomenological study. The Qualitative Report, 
20(8), 1185-1204. Retrieved 30 March 2020 from 
http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/QR20/8/murray3.pdf  

MacArthur, J. 1 Timothy: The MacArthur New Testament Commentary. 
Retrieved 10 June 2020 from Logos Bible software

Moss, C.M. 1, 2 Timothy and Titus Life Application Commentary. 
Retrieved10 June 2020 from Logos Bible software

NICHD Early Childcare Research Network (2000). Factors associated with 
fathers' caregiving Activities and sensitivity with young children. Journal 
of Family Psychology, 14(2), 200-219.



Light in a Once-Dark World        Volume 7. January 2025

125

with Women in Mark, Nigeria, Korem Print (JITW). 

in African Marital Relationship in Practical theology: A journal of Baptist 
College of theology Lagos (No 9, 2016) 

Oladele, A.O. (2014). Failed Marriage and Consequences for the Church with 
Reference to the Chosen Generation Baptist Association, Lagos state. 
Unpublished Master Dissertation, Olabisi Onabanjo University Ago-
Iwoye, Nigeria. 

Parke, R.D. (2008) Father Involvement: A Developmental Psychological 
Perspective in Journal of Marriage and Family review vol 29, 2000_ 
issue2_3 https://doi.org/10.1300/joo2v29n0204 

Rane, T.R. & Mcbride, B. (2000, April 01). Journal of Family Issues 
21(3):347-366. Retrieved 15July, 2020 from https://www.Research 
gate.net   

Shefer, T (2010), Women and Gender Studies University of the Western Cape 
Retrieved 20 June 2020   from Ratele@mrc.ac.zaTamara Shefer and 
LindsayClowes  

Spirit filled commentary. Scripture Direct Commentary Retrieved 5 July 
2020  

Summers, J. A., Boller, K., Schiffman, R. F., & Raikes, H. H. (2006). The 
-

of their roles. Parenting: Science and Practice, 6(2), 145-165. 

Thomas, J. (2017) 
https://medium.com/@justin_playinggrownup?Source=post_page--
a81936.aclof2----- 

Tikumah, I.H. (2009). An Introduction to the Study of Problems in Society 
for Tertiary Students in Nigeria, Zaira: The Ahmadu Bello University 
Press Limited. 

U.S. Census Bureau (2009). Single-parent households showed little 
variation since 1994, Census Bureau reports. Washington, DC: 
Retrieved 20 June 2020 from www.census.gov/Press- 
Release/www/releases/archives/families_households/009842.html. 

Walvoord, J.F. & Zuck, R.B. (Eds.). (1985).  The Bible Knowledge 
Commentary: An exposition of the Scripture: Dallas theology Seminary 
Wheaton, IC: Victor Books. 

Waites, C. (2009). Building on strengths: Intergenerational practice with 
African American Families. Social Work, 54(3), 278-287 



Light in a Once-Dark World        Volume 7. January 2025

126

 

The Epistemological Significance of the 
Pursuit of Wisdom in Proverbs 1:7 and 9:10 in 
the Context of Belief in the Existence of God 

Ochenia Faith Opade, PhD. 
Victor Umaru 

 

Abstract 

The paper deals with the profound epistemological significance 
of the pursuit of wisdom, as articulated in Proverbs 1:7 and 
9:10, within the overarching context of belief in the existence of 
God.  The passages are central in the Judeo-Christian tradition 
and have long been acknowledged as foundational in shaping 

examines the textual and historical context of Proverbs 1:7 and 

and their relevance in contemporary religious discourse.  It 
explores the notion that fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom, which has profound theological implications.  
Furthermore, the paper investigates the epistemological 
implications of this pursuit of wisdom within theism, 
highlighting the interplay between faith and reason.  As 
represented in these verses, the pursuit of wisdom is analysed 

world, ethics, and the divine.  The paper draws comparisons 
between the perspectives presented in Proverbs 1:7 and 9:10 
and various philosophical and theological traditions, seeking to 
discern the universality of their insights and relevance in 
contemporary epistemology and belief discussions.  The 
intersection of faith in God and the pursuit of wisdom is 
explored to reconcile the tension between religious dogma and 
intellectual inquiry.  The study underscores the enduring 


